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SENATE RESOLUTION 158  

By  Haynes 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to commend J. Martin Penny for exemplary 

service as a legislative intern. 

 WHEREAS, each legislative session this body is pleased to recognize certain persons 

who have committed themselves, through their adroit service, to the betterment of the legislative 

process; and 

 WHEREAS, J. Martin Penny is one such individual who has distinguished himself in his 

role as a legislative intern for Senator Joe M. Haynes; Martin's work has resulted in innumerable 

benefits for the legislators he assisted and the General Assembly as a whole; and 

 WHEREAS, a student at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, where he is highly 

regarded by his peers, Martin has achieved academic success while pursuing a Master of 

Public Administration (MPA) and participating in numerous extracurricular activities; prior to 

entering the MPA program, Mr. Penny earned a Bachelor of Arts in political science at Knoxville; 

and 

 WHEREAS, a leader among his peers, Mr. Penny served the Student Government 

Association as its Ethics Chairman, Associate Director of Government Affairs, and on its Board 

of Campus Beautification; he also served as Future Relations Chair of the Student Alumni 

Associates, and he worked for All Campus Events as well; and 

 WHEREAS, a highly regarded member of the Sigma Chi fraternity, Mr. Penny served the 

Interfraternity Council as a Recruitment Counselor and a member of Freshman IFC (Greek 

Shape); and 

 WHEREAS, Martin Penny has garnered a number of awards and accolades in his years 

at UT-Knoxville; he was inducted into the Omicron Delta Kappa Honor Society, the Phi Beta 

Kappa Honor Society, and the Mortar Board Honor Society, which he has served as 
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Membership Chair since 2006.  In a testament to his academic ability, Mr. Penny received Hope 

Scholarships as an undergraduate from 2004 to 2007; and 

 WHEREAS, an active member of the larger community beyond the University, Martin 

Penny volunteered with a number of worthy causes, including VOLUNTEER Challenge, the 

East Tennessee Children’s Hospital Telethon, Relay for Life, Race for the Cure, and Dance 

Marathon; and 

 WHEREAS, some have speculated that destiny brought Mr. Penny to work in the office 

of Senator Haynes; others have cited their shared affection for UT football as the higher power 

that moved Martin into the Senator’s orbit; and 

 WHEREAS, evidence of the latter can be found in a photograph that Mr. Penny has 

prominently displayed on his desk in the War Memorial Building since the second day of his 

internship; it depicts Mr. Penny and Senator Haynes celebrating UT’s National Championship 

victory over Florida State University in Tempe, Arizona, in 1999; and 

 WHEREAS, while some might suggest that the photograph, displayed as it is, merely 

epitomizes Mr. Penny’s penchant for ingratiating himself with the prominent and powerful, true 

UT fans would no doubt disagree vehemently, arguing that such a souvenir only exemplifies the 

camaraderie that develops between the truest, most earnest of UT football fans; and 

 WHEREAS, whatever the case, Martin Penny has proven himself to be a UT fan of the 

utmost conviction and an intern of the utmost dedication; and 

 WHEREAS, eager to familiarize himself with the characteristics and complexities of 

Tennessee state government and to further his studies, Mr. Penny brought his many abilities 

and singular expertise to Capitol Hill for the 2009 session of the One Hundred Sixth General 

Assembly; and 

 WHEREAS, throughout the 2009 legislative session, Martin Penny has surpassed all 

criteria that define a devoted and conscientious legislative intern; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Penny has performed his many duties with extraordinary insight and 

rare decorum; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we hereby commend J. Martin Penny for 
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outstanding service as a legislative intern for Senator Joe M. Haynes and extend to him our best 

wishes for every future success. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


